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The Ephemeral in the city and in architecture - The contradiction
of permanence
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EOvik6 Metodpio IToAvteyveio

ITEPIAHYH

Y6 to mpiopa g mowdnuiag, elvat @ovepn N avAyKn yla QNUEPEC ADOELG 0TOV AOTIKO YWPO, oL Oa
Aettovpynoovy wg apwyoi oTig odyypoveg petaPardopeveg amatthoelg g Cwng. To epnuepo otoryeio oty
QPYLTEKTOVIKN Kol 01K0HoKT Hradikaoio Kdvel TNy ep@Av1on ToL 0TO MEPATIX TWD AlWVWDY, TovilovTag TN
dlaypovikd T IOV MAPoLOLdlel KaBwG Kat TN oLPPLwTIKY AetTovpyla pe To otabepd, pdvipo otoryeio.
Q01600 070 MAAIO10 TNG OLPEYWC PETARBAAAOPEVTIC KOWWWDING, 1) EQNIEPT] APYLTEKTOVIKT AIIOTEAETE TN ADON O€
moAAG (nTApATA IOV KARONKE DX AV TIPIETWITIOEL 1) avOPWIIOTNTA, HE AMOTEAEOPA DA YIVETAL THAPA TNG
KaONpEPOTNTAC Pag, oyupwrovTac Ty mpoomddeia tov avbpwov yia empPiwomn. Ta odyypova, Aotmoy,
aoTIKG Tomia em{ntody 60100, MOL P PITOPOVY P& GLPUTOPELOOLY pE TV avBpwmmvn Kabnuepwn Cwi, N
omoia aAAdCel Omwc 1 161 ) mOAT, e AmOTOKO TO EPNIEPO Do YiveTal avaykaio.

APOPO

ASLop@iofnTnTa, 0 POVIPOC YAPAKTAPAC TNC PPTHELAKNC XPYLTEKTOVIKNG TOV MEPAOTPEPOL Wb @B{vel oTa
mAoiola aLTNG TNG OLYPEYWG PETAPAAAONEVTC, TOTO 0T Hopt) 6C0 Kol 0TNY EKQPACT] TNG KOWWWiag IOV PoG
nepBaAAel. To epnuepo otoryeio, mov epgavifeton o€ OAEG TIC EKQAVOELG TNG avBpwmvng (wNg oTn o0YYpovn
ETMOYN, OTNY MOAN KA OTNY PYLTEKTOV1KY, EIVAl CLYKLPLAKO Kal 0 KAOOPLoPOG TOL LIIOKELTAL 0TV
VITOKELPEVIKOTNTA TNG aDTIANYNC KdOe atdpov aAAd Kot 0TnY KOWwv1Kn §oun, 0tnp omoia to &Tojo
avartdyOnke. To epNepo WOTOTO KAANAOCVUITANPWVETAL KX TLDLIIAPYEL € TO POVIHO, WC EDVOLEC
aVTITIOEPEDEC TIOL 0 OPLOPOG TWD PONPIATWY TOLE TIPOKVITEL OTAV ALTEG £pBovLD o€ avTimaP&Bea.

Eivot kowd amodektd mwd n afia g povpdtnrag Oa mpémel va amodelkvveTal Kol oyt va Oewpeitat
debopévn, a@od To aoTIKG EPIBAAAOD, 0 KOOGS BLwPATIKAC YWPOC, TO POVIHO 1) TO |n pévijo, ) uvhiun we
TALTOTNTA KAl WG TO OLDEETIKO 0TOoYEl0 PETAED TwY avBpwnwy, TiBevtat mavta vmd 61ekbiKNoN, KabloTOVTOG
Tov 6nuooto ywpo Baoikd drakOPevpa o€ KAOe emoyT), KaBwG amoTeAel TO OKNVIKO 0TO 0010 EKTLAITTETAL T
ovAAoYIKT Kabnuepwn Cwr), aArd Kot onpeio adAayng moapaotdoewv. H e@nuepn apylTEKTOVIKNY, AoLIdD,
pnopel va anoteAéoel To oTolyelo avAVEWONG TOL POVIIOL PECK KT PLa 1oYLPT) CLPPLWTIKT OYETT POVIIOL
KOl EQNHEPOV.

Zouyva o 1610¢ 0 Témo¢ amolnTd P pn-poviun emidvon, Kabwe eite avToC £lTE 01 AVEAYKEC TWD YPNOTWD TOL
petaBaArovtal 0To mEPAOX TOL Ypovov. H mdAn eivar n mpoPoAn tng Kowwviag mdvw o1o £dagoc!, Kabwe ot
KOWWVIKEG cAAayég Kat e€eAi€elc avTikatomtpiCovtal mdvw otny méAn. Me Ty mayKOoP101IoinaT, 1o
HradixTvo kal ™ paydaio avdmtuén TG TEYYoAoyiag P KUPLAPYOOD OTIC HEPEC NG, EVIOYVETAL 1) ADAYKT Yl
petafariopeva mepipdAiovta e@nuepnc Aoyikng. Ot ypryopot puBpoi (wnc meptoploap t dabeo1pdTnTa TOL
¥pPovov, mov amoteAel paoikn mapdpeTpo okelomoinang, napovoiag 6nAadn otov dnudoio Ywpo, wg TOIo
diekbirnong eAevBeprwv. H pedétn g mOAng, Aoumdv, pac amaoyoAel oyt 1ovo wg meploy mdvw oTnY omoia
e6a@1KOIO100VTAL 01 AVOPWIVEG 0YE0ELC, AAAd WG TOIOC Hpdomng mov pumopel va amoteAéoel medio
YEPAPETNONE KL VIIEPAOTIONG HIKAIWPATWD Kol w¢ (wvTavOg opyaviondg mov e€eAiooetal Kat
petoadAdooetal Katd Tn 6idprelx plag ypovikng meptodov. H Evvota tov ypovov, Aoumov, elvat EVEPYETIKN ylx
™Y mOAN, dppnkTa oLVEEBEPEVT 11E TOV YWPO, A@oD 01 MOAELG TAGHOVTAL KXPYITEKTOVIKA KXl KOWWWDIK(Q,
AmOTEAWVTHG vBoAdYLa TNG APYLITEKTOVIKTC, TOAE0OONIKTNG KAl KOWWWDIKNG 10TOplaG KABWC Kl TOMOLE 0TOLC
01moiovg PWALATeL 1) GLAAOYIKT PULT.

Eivatl ko] dramiotwon nwe pepIKES @opeC pia mOAN TapakKpPA(el, LPPIKVWYETAL, 0AAX ep@ovifeTal EK PEOL
K1 aoIIToooeTal 0To 1610 onpelo. Etot ovvéPn pe ™ Popn aAdd kot Ty ABNpa, mov mEPAOEe Ao TNY AKUN
NG KAXO1KNG ETOYNC OTNY KATAOTAOT EPOG 00WNAVIKOD YWP100, yia va KNl pla PEa Cwi) PETA TNY
amedevBépwaon pe to oyéd1o Klenze kal T mpdta Snudota KTHpLa. Zmavia 1 mOAN TAYWVEL O€ P OTLYHT| TOV
yPovov Kot e§akoAovbel va Cet e avTh TN poper TG oov Pl mOAn-pvnueio. K&t mov vhomotOnke pe
Bevetia Kot 1o 10T0p1KS KEVTPO NG PAwpevTiag, dmov o ypdvog énmaye va 6pa o€ aLTEC, HLaTNEWYTAC TN
@uoloyvwpia Tovg dAa LT Ta YpOVLaL.



H évvoia TG eQNUEPNC XPYLTEKTOVIKNG OLVEEETAL TTPWTIOTWG PE TOV YPOVO Kl MPAYHATWVEL TNV DIAPEN TNG
péow NG epmelpiog Tov ywpeov mov Aapfavel o ypnotne. EppoaviCetal e £vav TOmo yia £V CLYKEKPIIEDO
ldotnua, Katd ™ 61dpkela Tov omoiov Ba aTeydoel pla Asttovpyia. H évvord g elvot Slapkrng, apod
draaivetal onp mpoioTopia TOL KVOPWITOL WC KLLNYOD, OTaw (oboE 0e CLVONKEC PETAKIVNONC,
npoonafwvtac va Ppetl To KatdAAnAo HEPOC yla epyacia Kot Katolkio. Ta mpodTa KATHADPKT IOV
ypnopomnoinoe o GrbpwIog avHKOLY 0€ LTV THY Katnyopia, Kabwe Kat oty mapddoomn moAAwy Aawv,
KUPlw¢ POPadikwy, oL KATOKODOAD o0& KAADPEC, Onwe o1 oKNréC Twv Bedovivwy. Me toug 600 mayKdopiovg
OAEP0VG EKONAWONKAD VEEC AVAYKEC, OTTWC Yl TAPADELYPIN OTT OTPATIWTIKY APYLITEKTOVIKT, OOV
KXTAOKEVAOTNKAD EQNUEPN OTEYATTPA AEPOTTAAD WD, YEPLPEG KAl KATAQOYLA.

ZNPEPX Ol EPNHIEPEC KATAOKEVEG AITOTEAODD TUHHA TNG KAONUEPIVOTNTAC PAC, APOD LYV YPNOTHIOIOI0DVTAL
elte oo YPNYoPEC Kol EDKOAEC ADOELC 0€ OLYKEKPIPEDA TIPOPANHATA, OIWC EIVAL 01 OKXAWOEC KA TQ
KODTEWEP KATA TNV avEYEPOT) PLXG 01KOGOPNG, T TPAYEIPA KATAADIATA Y1 TIC AVAYKEC ADTIPETWIILONG TNC
moavdnuiog, dnwc onpeia AMyng Selypdtwy akOUN Kol VOTOKOPEINKEC PHOVABEC, £(TE AVATIANPWOELC KTIPLAKWD
avaykwv. Ta o0yypova, Aowmdv, aoTikd tomia emlntodv Heopolc, oL A PIIoPoLY P& CLUIIOPELOOLY e TNV
avBpwmvn kaOnpepvn Cwn, n omola aAA&(el Onwg 1 16l ) TOAT), PE AIMOTEAEOPA TO EPNIEPO Do YiveETaAL
aVoyKaio?.

[Tapdha avTE, 1 AVTIKT APYLTEKTODIKN TAVTIOTNKE [E TN HOVIIOTNTA, A@oD OLVOEETAL PE Ta Pvnpeia, TNy
1oTopia aAAG Ko TNY aywvia NG yia HOVIIEC Kl a0@UAEIC OLVONKEG KATOIKNONG. X avTiBean pe v
Avatoln, Aoudv, elvot addvatov va evTomioelg KTnpla, oTa omoia SlapuAdooovTot KpaTikol Beopol, mov va
EKQPACovy TN eKOVA TOLC PEOW TNG EQNUIEPNC apyLTEKTOVIKNG. H aia Kt 0 oefaopodg evdg ktnpiov, ya
napdderypa otne Ianwvia, dev Tavtiletan pe ™ peydAn 6idpreia (wne, avadelkvdovTac £Tol TN H10PoPETIKN
avTIANY™ oL AImOKTA 1) AVATOAN 0€ ay£om e Tov ¥povo, o omoiog 6ev HrayelpifeTal oo o YPOPHILKN
dradikaoia aAAd wg Eva IEPLOBIKO PaVOPIEVO3,

H opylTEKTOVIKN KIDEITAL AVAPECTA OTOD YLOIKO KXl KOWWWD1KO KOO0, Ta{PpovTag KAOe popd i oo
0TAo™M, LVLOLKAAEYETAL, avaVEWDVETAL* Kol lvat og Bom va amavtioel o€ KaOe eibovg kpion?3. To poévIEo Kot 1
a&io Tov oY mOAN Ka N w1 yevikdTepa Hev appropnteital, KabWg avadelkvdEL EDa ONPAVTIKG KOPPATL TNG
doung kot g Aettovpylag g Kowwviag, EPmAovTI(ETal WOTOTO AIId EPHIEPEG TTOLOTNTEC IOV
ovvdladAéyovtat pe Y €eAl0adpEPT KO wpia oL avadlaop@WYETAL CLVEYWC, e BAOT TA TEKTAIDOUEDX

NG enoyng.
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ABSTRACT

In the context of pandemic, the need for ephemeral solutions in the urban space that will act as helpers in the
modern changing demands of life is obvious. The ephemeral element in the architectural and construction
process, makes its appearance over the centuries, emphasizing the timelessness it presents as well as the
symbiotic function with the fixed permanent element. However, in the context of a constantly changing
society, ephemeral architecture was the solution to many issues that humanity was called to face and as a
result, it became part of our daily lives by fortifying the human effort for survival. Therefore, modern urban
landscapes seek connections that can coexist with human daily life, which changes like the city itself and
finally the ephemeral becomes necessary.

ARTICLE

The permanent character of the monumental architecture of the last century is undoubtedly diminishing in the
context of this ever-changing, both in structure and expression, society that surrounds us. The ephemeral
element, which appears in all aspects of human life in modern times, in the city and in architecture, is
contextual and its definition depends on the subjectivity of each individual's perception and on the social
structure in which the individual has evolved. The ephemeral, however, complements and coexists with the
permanent as opposing concepts, while the definition of their meanings emerges when they are brought into
confrontation.

It is widely accepted that the value of permanence should be demonstrated and not taken for granted, since
the urban environment, the shared experiential space, the permanent or the non-permanent, memory as
identity and as the connecting element between people, are always to be claimed, making public space a key
stake in every era, as it is the setting in which collective daily life unfolds, but also the point where one can
have a change of scenery. Ephemeral architecture, therefore, can be the element of renewal of the permanent
through a strong symbiotic relationship between the permanent and the ephemeral.

The place itself often seeks a non-permanent solution, as either the same or the needs of its users change over
time. The city is the projection of society on the ground?, given the fact that social changes and developments
are reflected in the city. With globalization, the internet, and the rapid development of technology holding
away over our era, the need for changing environments of ephemeral logic is reinforced. The fast pace of life
has limited time availability, which is a key parameter of appropriation, that is, presence in public space, as a
place where freedoms are claimed. The study of the city, therefore, concerns us not only as a territory on
which human relations are territorialised, but as a place of action that can be a field of emancipation and
rights defence, and as a living organism that evolves and mutates over a period of time. The concept of time is,
therefore, beneficial to the city, inextricably linked to space, since cities are architecturally and socially
shaped, becoming anthologies of architectural, urban and social history as well as places where collective
memory is nested.



It is common knowledge that sometimes a city declines, shrinks, but reappears and grows again in the same
place. Such was the case with Rome, but also with Athens, which went from the peak of Athenian hegemony in
Classical Antiquity to becoming an Ottoman village, only to start a new life after liberation with the Klenze
project and the first public buildings. Rarely does the city freeze in a moment of time and still lives on in this
form as a monumental city. This is the case with Venice and the historic centre of Florence, where time stood
still, allowing them to preserve their character throughout the years.

The notion of ephemeral architecture is primarily linked to time and comes into existence through the
experience of space received by the user. It appears in a place for a specific period of time during which it will
house a function. Its concept is everlasting, as evidenced by the prehistory of man as a hunter. Early men, in
an effort to find a suitable place to hunt and live, migrated over great distances in search of food, thus being
constantly on the move. The first shelters used by man belong to this category, as well as to the tradition of
many peoples, especially nomadic peoples, who lived in huts, such as the tents of the Bedouins. With the two
World Wars, new needs emerged, for example in military architecture, where ephemeral airplane shelters,
bridges and shelters were built.

Today, ephemeral constructions are part of our everyday life, since they are often used either as quick and
easy solutions to specific problems, such as scaffolding and containers during the construction of a building,
temporary shelters for pandemic response needs, such as sample collection points and even hospital units, or
building replacement needs. Modern urban landscapes, therefore, seek links that can go hand in hand with
human daily life, which changes like the city itself resulting in the ephemeral becoming a necessity?.

Nevertheless, Western architecture was identified with permanence, since it is associated with monuments,
history and the urge for permanent and safe living conditions. It is, therefore, impossible to find buildings, in
which state institutions are preserved, expressing their image through ephemeral architecture, unlike in the
East. The value and respect of a building, for example in Japan, is not equated with longevity, thus
highlighting the different perception of the East in relation to time, which is not managed as a linear process
but as a periodic phenomenon?.

Architecture moves between the natural and the social world, taking a clear stance each time, interacting,
renewing itself* and being able to respond to any kind of crisis®. The permanent and its value in the city and
life in general is not questioned, as it highlights an important part of the structure and functioning of society,
but it is enriched by ephemeral qualities that interact with an evolving society that is constantly being
reshaped, based on the events of the time.
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