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Winners Announced for "Tiny House
2025 Architecture Competition”

Archetype team - 09/06/2026

International design competition platform Volume Zero has announced the results of the Tiny House 2025
Architecture Competition.

The Tiny House Competition invited visionary ideas aimed at redefining the idea of “home”, not just as a
shelter, but as a versatile personal space that balances comfort, sustainability, and innovation.

The Tiny House Architecture Competition challenged participants to rethink the conventions of modern living
and explore how architecture can respond to the evolving idea of “home.” Participants were invited to design
a fully functional tiny home for two individuals within a maximum built-up area of just 300sq. ft., while
addressing the growing need for flexibility, sustainability, and intentional living in today’s world.

Participants from more than 37 countries contributed valuable concept ideas to the contest, which was
evaluated by a panel of international experts.

Volume Zero Competition thanks all the competitors for participating in this competition and for contributing
to this competition's research.

The esteemed jury for judging this competition consisted of Antonio Yemail Cortés (Yemail Arquitectura),
Cheng Tsung Feng (Cheng Tsung Feng Design Studio), Fernando Weber (Weber Arquitectos), Gongalo
Marrote (Madeiguincho), Greg Faulkner (Faulkner Architects), Hiren Patel (Hiren Patel Architects + Design),
Marie Combette & Daniel Moreno Flores (LaCabina dela Curiosidad), Nicolas del Rio (DRAA), Rob Brown
FAIA (Casey Brown Architecture), Sergio Araneda (SAA Arquitectura + Territorio), Shabna K (Zero Studio),



Sham Salim (Aslam Sham Architects), Srikanth Reddy (23 Degrees Design Shift), Vinh Phuc Ta
(ROOM+Design & Build), Yong Ju Lee (Yong Ju Lee Architecture).

The top three winners and Best Student were awarded total prize money of $4,500 while ten entries received
Honorable Mentions. Here are the winning entries.

The full result for the Tiny House 2025 Architecture Competitioncan be found at volumezerocompetitions.com.

FIRST PLACE

Housing is a Human Right
Han K - Taiwan
VZTH259854028

"Housing Is a Human Right"
From Water Tower to Affordable Micro-Living Unit

From Water Tower to Affordable Micro-Living Unit

New York City, home to over eight million residents, is experiencing one of the most severe hosing crises in
history, driven by a persistent shortage of housing-particularly affordable units. This imbalance has fueled
rising rents, escalating home prices, and an increased cost of living, making secure housing increasingly
unattainable for many residents. Between 2000 and 2020, the city underproduced more than 340,000 housing
units, significantly intensifying the current crisis.

Amid this shortage, New York’s iconic wooden water towers represents an underutilized urban resource.
These structures are ubiquitous across the city and contribute to its distinctive skyline. Typically constructed
from cedar or redwood, wooden water towers are lightweight, durable, and naturally insulating, preventing
freezing and outperforming metal alternatives in outdoor conditions. Although long-lasting, they are
periodically replaced due to aging, structural deterioration, or safety concern. New York City is estimated to


https://volumezerocompetitions.com/competitions/result/tinyhouse-2025

have between 10,000 and 15,000 functioning water towers, with older units routinely decommissioned.

SECOND PLACE

Pasang
Malvin Bastian Sendi & Selina Sunardi - Indonesia

PASANG

Where Tides Rise and Spaces Assemble

donesia means both tide and to a 3 N
It reflects an ada formed by everyday life in Muara , where space is
continually reconfigured in response to rising water, work, and coastal rhythms

PASANG - Where Tides Rise and Spaces Assemble

Muara Angke is a dense coastal district and one of Jakarta’s most important fisheries hubs. Over the past five
years, tidal flooding has become increasingly frequent and severe. Seawater now reaches homes, streets, and
places of work, making flooding part of daily life.

In a context of economic vulnerability, one job is rarely enough. Homes function as both living and working
spaces; where fish are sold, mussels are processed, catches are dried, boats are repaired, and neighbors
gather. Pasang responds with a flexible terrace module, allowing a single space to support multiple household
and community activities.

THIRD PLACE

Aanehaadu
Akash & Bhushan M - India



VZTH253800063

Section A —r——

Legend:

Section B

Construction sequence:

Bamboo Primary Structure Mud Plaster Infill

Timber Lining, Bamboo Thatch ond Solar Skin Completed Unit with Bathing Pond

From Kannada: Ane, elephant. Haadu, the path of moving through.

The mahout rides and commands. The kavadi, his assistant, bathes the elephant each morning, stores its
fodder, keeps watch through the night. Together they tend a kumki, a trained elephant deployed to locate and
calm wild herds deep inside Nagarahole, the word itself from the Persian kumak, meaning aid. It is one of the
oldest profession in this forest. It has never had adequate housing.

Anehaadu addresses that directly. The structure lifts off the forest floor on bamboo and timber stilts, keeping
the men above predators and flood, giving them sightlines across the canopy. Below sits a bathing pond for
the elephant and a granary for its feed. The building material is entirely local: bamboo, timber, mud plaster,
stone. The asymmetric roof harvests rainwater, made potable on site. Solar panels on the upper face power
the unit off-grid. The woven bamboo fagade regulates heat without mechanical assistance.

STUDENT AWARD

Attach - e
Siddharth Laddha, Samyukta Tati & Sadhavi - India



VZTH257362826

Two field researchers live and work
along the mangrove tributaries of the
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Two field researches live and work along the mangrove tributaries of the Sundarbans near the Arpangasia
River. Their research focuses on the fragile ecological interface where birds hunt fish along tidal riverbanks.
Following seasonal shifts in fish populations and migratory bird activity, they travel slowly along the river’s
edge, relocating every few weeks to obsever new feeding grounds. Their lifestyles is nomadic and immersive-
living within the ecosystem they study, far from urban infrastructure. The house must therefore function as
self-sustaining research outpost, enabling two scientists to observe, record, and inhabit the dynamic landscape
of mangrove forest and water.

Honourable Mentions:

Honourable Mention 1: Water Collector Refuge
Fan faruin & Filippo Vajra - Mexico



The Water Collector Refuge is a
prefabricated offgrid micro architecture
that seeks to respond to one of the
curtent and future major problems of

flexibility and adaptabilty to different

climatic contexts where water can be

captured.

The refuge’s terraced roof s therefore
but

that capture water from fog and dew

produced by thermal excursions. The

droplets condense on the mesh and are

collected by gravily, following systems
o

ater supply
According to_estimates by the World
Health Organization, the average daily
water requirement per person is around
50100 liters per day.
In most cases, households use drinking
waterfor domestic and sanitary purposes
as wel, although these functions could
be partially supplied by collected and
reused rainwater.
For this reason, the project explores
system capable  of operating
independently from urban — supply
infrastructures,  seeking  maximum

also as a device for water collection,
of adapting to different
environmental_conditions in order to
arvest as much water as possible.
This adaptabilty is_achieved through
a modifiable tensile structure that
changes configuration depending on the
geographical context in which the refuge
is installed,
The project in fact provides three
possible configurations: one in which
the tensile structure forms a vertical
cyindrical frame filed with mesh nets

alreat

outside, reminding us that water is a
limited resource.

Since the project s intended to be off-
grid, all other energy supplies as well
as waste management are integrated

Another inwhich the structure assumes a
funnel-shaped geometry, increasing the
foofs collection surface and optimizing
rainwater_harvesting in temperate or
rainy climates

final _configuration s where the
funnel closes at its center, forming
an impluvium and creating a small
domestic greenhouse that allows plants
o grow even in cold climates or during
winter.
The water level is visible from the
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DESION PRINCIPLES

FOGGY CLIMATE

WATER COLLECTION STRATEGIES

PREFABRICATION

RAINY CLIMATE

TRANSPORTABILITY

The project is realized through a
combination of natural and high-

materials, all  rigorously
prefabricated in order to optimize
production, _transportability, and
ease of assembly and disassembly.

All the components of the refuge are
designed with dry joints, allowing
the structure 1o be easily assembled,
dismantled, and relocated according (o
changing needs.
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SNOWY CLIMATE

Honourable Mention 2: A Medical Hut

Tejas Manoj Thariyan & Priyanshi Shah - India

VZTH256237164
@

peRsPECTIVE SECTION TECHNIGAL FICTURES

eLevaion WATER COLLECTION SYSTEM

CONSTRUCTION DETAIL




Honourable Mention 3: inbox

AMEDICAL HUT

Inthe remote regions of the Upper Himalayas, ina rigid and

temperatures drop to -15

ources are scarce, there exists

Hango in the Kinnaur Valley.

Here there is it 0 healthcare available. This modular
tiny home

required. Also, here the pi
munity aw.

sanitary standards
is notinfise, the medical zone reconfigures
artially absorbed into the living space.

{1. MODULARITY FOR TRANSPORT

3 medium sized trucks (8120 mm x 2500 mm) can easily transport all the
blocks. Each block measures 1850 x 1850 mm, such that it can easily be
handled by 3 - 4 people.

@ Q,»

ORIENTATION

Living spaces and the openings

i 2. MODULARITY FOR SCALE

 Over time each module can be connected to another, allowing
1 the design to go from a single clinic to a smal heaith center
1 depending on the need. A central courtyard emerges, becoming
1 small community area for awarmess programs.
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are oriented towards the south,
This allows heat o enter and
warm the space, especially with
the low angled winter sun

SOLAR PANELS

LIVING CLINIC
After ciinic hours, the curtains are pulled, the  During the day, the doctors consult their
beds are rotated and the dociors relax The patients. They also have a sense of privacy
full height glass brings in the night view ofthe i the living area as curtains are drawn to
valley. The fumiture creates the ansiion fiom  separate the spaces. Patients also wail in
work 1o fiving. the porch, under the shelter of the buiding’s

The skin of the buiding is
covered by BIPV solar panels
that generate enough electricity
for the day to day use of the

6. OFF-GRID SYSTEMS

CENTRAL HEARTH

The heater is placed centraly,
allowing the heat to spread
uniformy throughout the house.
The tradtional hearth sl and keeps the space wam,
anchors the home.

FURNANCE COMPOSTING

Awood burning stove, cenfrally A compost toilet follows.
located reduces the slectricty  traditional methods of dry tolets +

load compared to an electrical  in the region. It provides manure |
heater Wood is aiso readly  and doesnt have pipes that |
available here. freeze in winters. H

4.PLAN & SECTION |

PLAN 8 AXO OF
CENTRAL CORE

7. THE CENTRAL CORE

() DISEALGENERATOR
Electicity for the medical
side saety back up.

3 ADJUSTABLELIGHTS |
(et can o4 out
during medicalprocedure. |

@ FOLDABLE TV SCREEN

folded to save space.

(@ MEDICAL CABINET
old storage for medicines. |

%) MEDICAL EQUIPMENTS
sy fo access duing an

emergency.

® CAST IRON WOOD
BURNING STOVE

<)

) COLLAPSIBLE TABLE
s space when not in

@ COLLAPSIBLE CHAIR
Saves space when not in

® UNDERGROUND
WATER TANK
Is warmed by the heater
above and is well insulated

.1 8. DETAIL

e

75375 4 BOX SECTION
75 ThK, ROCK WoOL

5 UM WATER PROCFING S#
FRANE FOR SOLAR PANEL

BV SOLAR PANELS

11 80X SECTION
ONCRETE FOOTNG

Maria Patmanidou, Katerina Koulouri & Sofia Kalakou - Greece
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INBOX i situated within the Greek urban landscape, where the housing
erisis and limited availability. make access o housing increasingly ifficult

for th and vulnerable urban groups. At the same
time. mic uncertainty undermines the idea of housing as a life-
long investment, highlighting the need for more flexible and “nomadic”
living models.

. muli ligh inthe
ies remain vacant due
INBO: :
exgy-cfficient housing unit that is inserted into the existing structural shell
th '

The proposal is based on on-site reuse, incorporating materials already
[ i i profiles,

The compositional strategy is organized around a semi-transparent shell
that defines the unit’s boundary while protecting the interior. At its core, a
compact box accommodates the most priva tions, such as the bed-

i of isolation. i
arranged at heights host

can coexist with social interaction. and the interior etends concepiually
and functionally toward the city, expanding the boundaries of dwelling
beyond its physical shell

By employing bioclimatic strategies. the project minimizes energy con-
sumption and environmental impact. The vertical organization of space
allows functions to be arranged according 0 thermal needs, with warm air
rising and cool air descending.

9 srencors
i eisre e

Sale150
floor plans

Honourable Mention 4: FLOFO
Preethika Shalini M & Jayanth Kumar - India

VZTH254990319

construction - structure

Seste 11000
topographic — location
Industsal building in Athens, Attcs, Greeee.

igh adaprabilt forreuse.
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1
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sale 125 sale12
section illustrating bioclimatic strategies structural detail
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“FLOAT WITH THE TIDE, FOLD WITH THE JOURNEY"

AMobile Shelter Strategy
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The recrectional verandan of oach dweliing

Tunctions & @ small s vandingtal supporting
the fishingrbased iveliho Mousuni
Isiand community. These lightweight modular

docks allow rosidonts to soll fish, ropair nots, and
interact socially. When multiple houses connact,
the indivicualcocks form & Shored marketploce,
croating a floxiolo community fish markot that
supports both fvalihood and social gathoring.
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4. watorproof Layor
b Bitumen waterproof membrane (3 mm).
ALUMINIUM PANEL
ANDBOLD JOINT 5. structural Baso Platform
Al okl o (50 %50 3 mm) with aluminium cross brac-

ing (20x

6.Floatation Systom
HDPE float drums - 200 L capacity (0580 mm).
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- 2 s oy s componerts an be d
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Honourable Mention 5: AT
Camila Belen Aylinne Fernandez Vega & Elena Amanda Quintana Araya - Chile



The AT project—Kawésqar for
“home"— is conceived not only as a
dwelling, but as a resiient system of
habitation inspired by the vernacu-
lar architecture of Chile's far south.
The proposal reinterprets the an-
cestral ellptical dome, 2 typology
that historically responded with ae-
rodynamic ~efficiency to the inten-
se winds of the Magallanes Region.

VZTH251498096

Wichin this context,  parallel emerges
between two forms of nomadism: that
of the Kawésqar people, whose way
of life was articulated around 2 light,
transportable, and organic  architec-
twre, and that of the seasonal worker
‘who migrates today to Puerto Natales.
Faced with a housing shortage, many
lack a dignified space that acknowled-
ges the temporary nature of their stay.

The elliptical geometry forms a conti-
nuous envelope that optimizes thermal
comfort and reduces wind resistance.
Usinglocal materials and rapid assembly
systems, the project proposes an effi-
cientadaptable.andlow-impactsolution.

The architecture also expresses cons-
tructive honesty through a translucent
double skin that wraps both interior
and exterior.This envelope acts as a lu-
minous filcer that difiuses natural light,
reduces energy demand, and enhances
spatial perception. In this way, curve
and light transform a minimal footprint
into a generous and welcoming refu-
ge within the Patagonian  landscape.

TENPORARY AND PERMANENT MIGRATON
FLONS. IN NAGALLANES

AT: The Reinterpretation Of The Nomadic Refuge

FROM VERNACULAR LOGIC TO CONTEMPORARY ENVELOPE: REINTERPRETING THE ANCESTRAL MANTLE

A, vt mbi b
) v st
-0 Jal
[ pp——

3 b

Ve efren Pan Morpholegy Simpificacon Massing Envelope

The shape of the project reinterprets principles of vernacular architecture from the sou-

thern tp of Chile, where traditional shelters responded efficienty to extreme wea-

ther conditions. Based on this knowledge, a continuous elliptical geometry is propo-

sed that reduces wind resistance and improves the thermal performance of the volume.
gesture, of the

More than a formal the  complexity emer-
ges a cimatc strategy, updating ancestral construction incelligence  throu-
PUERTO NATALES: STRATEGIG HUB FOR gh a contemporary interprettion capable of adapting to the conditions of Patagonia.

WORK AND RESIDENCE

It concentrates tenporary labor flows
adventure tourisn, aquaculture, servi-
ces, and construction
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Honourable Mention 6: Kavad
Summy Kumar & Arathi Anand - India



Kavad (#m@s)
Where Stories Unfold into Space...

Inspired by the 400-year-old craft tradition of Kavad frof

ativ mory, and a

lates that into architectur

KAVAD is conceived as a tiny house that can shift between pri-

ing, display, dialogue, and artistic

Honourable Mention 7:

muk’ta luch house
Haptica Lab, Daniela Marmolejo Limon & Fatima Garcia Alvarez - Mexico

VZTH254958243
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|muk’ta luch house|

A house conceived as a loom where life, earth, and cosmos
are woven together.

The geometry of the dweling draws inspiration from Tzotzil
backstrap loom textiles, particularly the diamond motif
(Muk'ta Luch), a symbol representing the universe, the stars,

_sustainable technologies

The project integrates sustainable technologies such as solar
‘panels, rainwater harvesting, passive ventiation, and a

This project rei dwelingof and the four cardinal directions. This figure expresses the composting dry toilet system
Nachig, a community in the Highlands of Chiapas, México, human bei ture, and d
hy hi lated object, the spatial the house.

as a living system deeply connected to territory, daily
production, and the worldview of its inhabitants.

Traditionally built with bahareque or ‘adobe walls and palm
thatch roofs, these houses fespond to climate, local
resources, and the cultural practices of the communities that
inhabit them. The proposal translates this ancestral
knowledge into a contemporary modular system of
demountable wooden panels finished with bahareque,
allowing the house to be adaptable, repiicable, and
transportable, while faciltating assembly, ~repair, and
relocation.

The project incorporates essential spaces of domestic fife: a
traditional kitchen, a weaving area, and spaces for raising
animals. Above, a suspended net beneath an oculus opens
the dwelling toward the sky.

Accents of Maya green evoke ancestral pigments, reinforcing
the connection between architecture, nature, and cultural
memory.

The house is conceived as an architectural loom, where
matter, memory, and cosmos intertwine to sustain lif.

rantal

5. Composting ay tollet
a Compos:
b. Unine dvertar
e Ventpy

aEnty | i Restingarea
b. Window Seat k. Sky oculus
c. Living Area
d. Storage

e.Dining Counter
1. Traditional Hearth
Kitchen

h. Eco Bathroom

i. Weaving Platorm/
telar workspace.

Ground Floor
e~

Honourable Mention 8: REROOTED
Julia Stepska - Poland

Assembly system

Tochnical Layer Saquenco (WallSocton)

_spatial adaptability
() L TRt

The flexbitty of e
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Honourable Mention 9: ICE VEIL
Mohamed Ahmed Abdallah, Kareem Mohamed & Jana Tamer - Egypt



User
“Studying the rhythm of beings.”

By huddling beneath  simple plastic sheet to block wind
and rap body
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Honourable Mention 10: KHAIM
Satria Putra Wibowo, Arya Armand & Alif Mahesa - Indonesia

VZTH258563466
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Plastic Roller

Waterotor Turbine

This hydrokineic system
delivers 100% offgrid
autonomy by providing
confinuous 24 kWh daily
yield to power ERV
ventilation, LED lighting, an
inducion kitchenete, and
radiant healing. Operating of
@ minimum flow of 0.89 m/s
(2 mph) it converts over 50%

of available energy info @ | ——*

KW fo 5 kW output wih zero
harm to marine ecosystems
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VZITH257524776

FLOOR PLAN
LEVELO

Rooms List:

LEVEL1

2. Eating Table
3. Kichen

4 Tolet

5. Leisure Area

.
7. Work Area

8. Boo/Couch area 182
9. Shower Area

10, Wardrobe Area
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MOVEBLE PARTS

naturally, - stabilizing
thermal comort
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