Archetype

Winners Announced for “Tiny
Library 2023 Architecture
Competition”

Archetype team - 21/09/2023

International design competition

With the world constantly evolving, there is a ton of information being formulated out there. Human intellect
today is expected to evolve at the same rate for our world to continue our journey into the future. Despite all
the information, reading and self-learning remain the most powerful tools available to mankind to consume
knowledge. Learning increases awareness, exposure, and productivity, which leads to development. Despite
its importance, education is still inaccessible to many communities in remote locations around the world. Self-
learning, especially through reading, is crucial for the society’s development. It is important to power the
growth of like-minded networks. It is necessary to have places promoting education and self-learning to
educate the local population within the closest proximity. It will make them accessible to gainful employment
opportunities in their home towns and will thereby avoid the need for migration elsewhere.

The competition challenged its participants to rethink and re-imagine the idea of the Library as a 21st-century
self-learning and educational incubation space that not only sheds light on conventional means of knowledge



but also encourages its users to interact, share ideas, and grow together. Participants were required to design
a Tiny Library optimized for 75 users with engaging multifunctional spaces for all ages and spatial experiences
where they were required to choose a site in a rural or remote context for the proposal and the structure
should not exceed 300 sq.mt of built-up area.

Volume Zero Competition thanks all the competitors for participating in this competition and for contributing
to this competition's research. Participants from more than 50 countries contributed valuable concept ideas
to the contest, which was evaluated by a panel of international experts. The winning projects have been
awarded a total cash prize of $4,000 distributed to the first 3 team winners.

The esteemed jury for judging this competition consisted of Puran Kumar (Studio PKA), Peter W. Ferretto
(Condition Lab), Lui Hanxio (LLLab), Ahmad Thaneem (3dor concepts), Antonio Garza Ferrigno (Proyecto
Reacciona), Catherine Ranger (MGS Architects), Luis Ricardo (LLLab), Sebastian Irarrazaval

(Architect).

The top three winners were awarded total prize money of $4,000 while ten entries received Honorable
Mentions. Here are the winning entries. The full result for the competition Tiny Library 2023 Architecture
Competition can be found at volumezerocompetitions.com.

FIRST PLACE

The Ship of Knowledge
BOURGEOIS LECHASSEUR ARCHITECTES | Canada
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SECOND PLACE


https://volumezerocompetitions.com/competitions/result/21

Reclaiming Progress
Ravisha Rathore and Devesh Uniyal | India
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THIRD PLACE

The Seventh Generation Library
Roberta Vasnic and Ian Sanders | United Kingdom



The Seventh Generation Library
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Figure references.

1. Exploded perspective 7. Elovation
2. Pan 8. Concopt model

3. Location map 9. Thellving roots bridge.

4. Stomap 10, Banyan roots enveloping building
5. Section 11. Banyan tree

6. Exterior CGI 12. Interior CGI
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TRAVELING STORIES
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one roof library

The library is situated in a remote Kelabit indigenous village in Bario, Sarawak, Malaysia.
Perched at 3500 t above sea level, surrounded by tropical rainforest, reaching this vil age

qu\res a flight from the nearest town or a 16-hour journey on a dirt road. Due to its
isolation, the village faces limited resources and opportunities.

The Kelabit people primarily rely on dpadciy farming and are known for their famous Bario
rice. Planted amidst the paddy fields, the library offers shade for farmers to rest and
read after working in the fields. While wai

afor their rice grains to dv{ which requires
e library and enjoy a bool

mixing every 30 minutes, farmers can step in i
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The Kelabit_community’s rich culture and language are under
threat, classified as a UNESCO endangered language. With many
young Kelabits migrating out of the village and losing their
traditions, the library aims to not only educate the older
generation but to preserve the Kelabit language and
- S traditions for the young children.

The library draws inspiration from the local vernacular
architecture of the Longhouse, also known as a ‘village
under one roof". The library is a place not just for farmers
and for reading but it intends to accomcdate the other
villagers activities and cultural practices.

MASSING & CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT
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PAPER PAVILION
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‘The Nomad
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Textile Tome
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Interactive Threads Wall
Encourages the communtty to share ideas of
patters and textiles through the interactive
threads wall, fostering collaboration and
creativty. Together with the books, the board
‘generate endless inspirations.

Textiles Archives
Collecting and preserving the tribe's textiles
and yam for historical and future researcl
purpose, ensuring the preservation of their
culture

Weaving Center

Fostering the sense of empowerment within the
community, the area becomes the center for
cultural revitalization that inspire explorations
and celebrates the Karen's heritage through the
artof weaving,
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ISSUES FACED BY THE YANOMAMI TRIBE
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Nasiki not only provides a refuge for knowledge but for also cultivating culural identity and survival o the tribe. Nasiki sustains learning
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Librarinha

‘The Amazon Biome, with a hot and humid atmosphere, is

covered predominantly by dense, moist tropical forest with

several types of vegetation and at least 6,000 species of trees, as
1 amp areas, bamboos,

In this Brazilian Amazon context, more than 350 ribeirinhas
communities (about 4000 people) live on the banks of
rivers in traditional wooden residences, located in isolated
places; their houses are mostly suspended on stits with
respect 10 the water flows. With 2 strong bond with nature,
the riverside dwellers survive on artisanal fishing end
‘planting, traveling by canoes and boats, with reduced access
to good-quality services, especially education and health

Using local building materials and techniques, combined with
contemporary technology and architecture, the Librarinha

Social, environmental, and sustainable premises (nature end

accessible resources) have guided the design of the floating,
‘mutable, and flexible modules
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settio there and rarely retum fo thel native placos.
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Bridge 2 1 - main ibrary bullding
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Library Phases

THE NOMADIC /?%}
A 4

SITE LOCATION Culture

LIBRARY

AERICS: ETHIOPIA

INTRODUCTION Concept
Afar, Ethiopia i a region known for its rugged and dra-
matic landscapes, ncluding the Danakil Depression, one of
the hottest and driest places on the planet. The region is.
also home to the Afar peaple, who are known for their
nomadic lifestyles.

. the
Afar region has one of the highest iliteracy rates in Ethiopia.
According to a report by UNESCO, the adult literacy rat

the Afar region is only 18%, which i far below the national
average of 49%. This can be attributed to limited access to
educational resources, poverty, and cultural beliefs that
prioritize traditional pastoralst practices over education.

a X7 in the life of

reach even the most remote parts of the desert It can be
builtin phases, with its simple yet practical design making
it easy to add new elements as required.

The project also makes use of degradable sand walls that
can host functions such as shelves and seating, Once the
inhabitants leave the space, the walls wil naturally bio
degrade, and mix to the ground leaving no lasting impact
on the environment.
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